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Quarterly Bulletin 


Mercy Christmas to All 
DECEMBER 1985 No. 2 


OUR INVITATION TO YOU 


It is hard to believe a full year has gone by, but the calendar says it has, so 
it is the time when we invite you and you family and/or friends, to come and ce- 
lebrate the arrival of the New Year at the Shaw Mansion, on Sunday, 5 Jan. 1986, 
at 4:00 P.M. All of you will provide the jollity, we will provide the cocktails 
and finger food, and again you can see the Mansion in its Christmas splendor. 
Then at 6:00 P.M., we will wish you a Very Happy New Year, and Godspeed for the 
time being. 


FOR GIFTS 


If you are tired of Christmas shopping, or have run out of ideas, perhaps we can 
be of some help to you. Caulkins' HISTORY OF NEW LONDON, or DIARY OF JOSHUA 
HEMPSTED make a wonderful gift, and to members the price is $40 with tax of $3. 
Of we still have copies of THE WHALING CITY at $15, and LIFE ON A WHALER at $10, 
both plus their respective tax. What is better, they can be given to either man 
or woman. 


"HOMES FOR HOSPICE" ,. a Colonial House Tour 


We have been asked to hand this advance notice on to our members, and hope you 
will remember it by May, for it sounds interesting. On 3 May 1986, United Com- 
munity Services will sponsor the above tour. About 10 houses will be open to the 
public from 12-5 P.M. in Norwichtown. They range in date from 1660-1763, and 
each is beautifully resotred to retain the flavor ot its period. Special parking 
areas with shuttle bus service is provided to each group of homes, or you may go 
on foot. UCS is also planning colonial entertainment on the Norwichtown Green. 

One of the buildings was the homse of Samuel Huntington, Connecticut's first Gov- 

ernor and a Signer of the Declaration of Independence. Tickets are $7.50 for the 
tour. If you want more information, or to reserve tickets, which are limited, 
call 889-2648. There will be way stations in the UCS buildings for the use of 
their facilities and for refreshments. 
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ACCESSIONS 


Abraham Lincoln - Western star over Connecticut, by Nelson r. Burr - Gift of auy- 
thor 

Folder of poems by Anna Bolles BRanch & Mary H. Bolles Branch - Donor unknown) 

Album of unidentified photographs, 19th century - Donor unknown 
(Both of above were left at front door) 

Biographies of Masonic Notables, by James R. Case, 1984 - Gift of author 

Revolutionary pension papers of David Gardner, Bozrah - Gift of Mrs. Buys, Fish- 
Riily: Bats | | 

Four photograph albums, framed map of New London County, 1908, gavel made from 
oak from first mayor's office building, New London - gift of Mrs. Florence Kur. 
cheski, Waterford 

Maple Leaf, Steamer - Folder with story of vessel, loaded with property of Union 
soldiers, blown up 1864, & modern efforts to raise it - Gift of Keith V. Hol- 
land, Jacksonville, Fla. 

Catholics in Eastern Conn., the Diocese of Norwich, by J. Ralph Kelley - Gift of 
Diocese of Norwich 

Omitted Chapters from Hotten's List, ed. by James C. Brandow, reprint 1983 - 
Bought by Society | 

Genealogical dictionary of Maine & New Hampshire, by Sybil Noyes, reprint 1983 - 
Bought by Society | 

Photograph albums, clippings, crapbooks, one of them of advertising cards, mostly 
of New London merchants - Gift of Hiram D. Harris II, Harwich, Mass. 

Ironwood dressing table, made by russell e. Burrows, 1840's - 50's - Gift of 
Hiram D. Harris II, Harwich, Mass. 


SHORT HAIRCUTS FOR THE MILITARY 

Did any of you ever wonder when the military services started to require that 
servicemen sport short hair? It didn't start with the Marines! A copy of this 
letter came across the curator's desk this past summer, with an accompanying let- 
ter with some explanation. The original is in the Library of Congress. The wri- 
ter, Russell Bissell, and his brother Daniel, were born in Connecticut and enlis- 
ted from this state. Both were career officers. Russell died in 1807 or 'O8, 
Daniel went on to become a Brig.-Gen. during the War of 1812. At the time this 
letter was written, Daniel was on recruiting duty in Middletown. Also at that 
time, men in the army (as elsewhere) wore their hair long and tied back either 
with a cord or a strip of leather. As a reslut of the order described by Russell 
there were more courts-martial and demotions than at any other one time and place 
probably, in the history of the Army. Of those tried, some were acquitted, some 
lost, mostly the latter, I believe. Incidentally, Wilkinsonville was in Illinois 
and here is the letter, or most of it. “4 

Wilkinson Ville 9° July 1801 

My dear Brother, 

IT embrace writing you now, as my letter will accompan?” the Monthly Re- 
turns from this place. I have the pleasure to inform you I am in pretty good. 
health as yet. Since I last wrote you, Col° Britten, Majt Bradly & five compa- 
nys of the 4t Regt arrived here, we make in all one thousand men, but I am sorry 
to say that one third of the Troops who came here first are on the Sick List. I 
have lost three men of my CompanY>in June, I now have twenty more on the Sick 
Report and I much fear the Mortality will increase during the Sickly Months. Cap 
Turner arrived here about three weeks since, he brought with him the GenlS very 
unpopularorder, for us to crop our hair, this order occationed more debate than 
any I ever before had been a Witness to, but suffice it to say, Col° Strong im- 
mediately complyed and the rest of our Reg’ except myself. I was determined not 
to do it, provided a less sacrifice to my feelings would have sufficed. I wrote 
my resignation & shew it, but there was a difficulty appeared unsurmountable, 
the Col®° was not empowered to accept it, nor was the paymaster here, & I found 
it impossible for me to undertake a journey of eighteen hundred miles, without 
making a settlement with him; so you see the prediciment I was place in, all the 


a 


concomatant Evils having combined against me. I was obliged to submit to the 
Act that I dispised, and if ever you see me, you will find that I have been 
closely croped. | 

Since our Regt have, croped, Col° Butler has arrived & himself, Major Bradley 
& one Lieu’ of the 4th Regt have refused a complyance and what will be the re- 
sult is uncertain. The Gen” is expected here in a few Days, and I suppose those 
officers who have not complyed with the Croping order, will be arrested, but the 
most part of the officers conceive that those genlemen will be acquitted. I am 
very sorry the Gen! gave such an order, & I fear it will be the means of too 
much disrespect for out Commanding Gen! in future. I have very lately herd that 
Capt Lyman as arrived in Pittsburgh, and that he will be here as soon as his 
men are inoculated, from which circumstance I expect he will be arrested on his 
arrival, if not I think he will have the offer of a fight... We are in some ex- 
pectation of being removed shortly, in order to cut a road through the Chicka- 
saw and Cocktaw Nations. We talk much here of a part of the Army being disban- 
ded at the next sess. of Congress, & I with a number of others, are praying it 
may be the case, I am sick of this part of the country, more so than any other 
I have ever seen, & I intend if I live, to leave it the ensuing spring for 
there is but a poor chance of promotion or of living long in this country..... 
Col° Strong has been sick but is recovered, we have several sick officers but 
none I believe danterous. Our Men are well clad, they make an excellent appea- 
rance, our Musick is superior to any I ever saw in service, and we have duty. 
done to a nicety. Our Provisions are very good & our Gardens produces a plenty 


of Vegetables - I have lost seven men by Desertions since leaving Pittsburgh, 
two of them from Connecticut, VTZ Smith Ames whom you Enlisted, he was from 
Groton, & Levi Beardsley who was from Fairfield. I request you to look out for 
them. I much want to hear where LieutS Richmond & Rincik are, and hope you will 
inform me. I request you to present my Complyments to your Good Lady & Children, 
to your officers and all Friends. with due respect 

I am sincerely yours, 


Capt. D. Bissell R. Bissell 


DRINKS FOR THE HOLIDAYS 


An essence of Hypocras, to make this liquor instantly and at will. 


1. Put in a pint bottle one ounce of cinnamon; a little more than half an ounce 
of cloves; and on the point of a knife, a little mush and amber. Fill it half- 
way with spirit of wine, or the best brandy; then stop it so that nothing can 
evaporate. SEt all to infuse for seven or eight days on warm ashes. And, when 
it shall have wasted two thirds, or thereabouts, preserve carefully what shall 
remain. 

Z. When you want to make Hypocras instantly, melt half-a-pound of lump sugar 
in a quart of good wine; and when perfectly dissolved, let fall one drop or two 
of the above prepared essence, in a clean glass decanter, in which pour direct- 
ly the wine with the sugar dissolved in it, then run it through the flannel 
bag. Bottle it again, or drink it; the Hypocras will be found good. 


To make Vin-des-Dieux 
Peel two large lemons, and cut them in slices; do the same with two large 


golden pippins. Put all a-soaking in a pan with a pint of good Burgundy, three 
quarters of a pound of lump sugar in powder, six cloves and half a gill of 
orange-flower water. Cover the pan, and keep it thus for two or three hours, 


then strain the liquor through the flannel bag. You may musk and amber it, if 
you will, like the Hypocras. 


Burnt wine 
Put a quart of good Burgundy in an open pan, with one pound of sugar, two leaves 


of mace, a little long-pepper, a dozen of cloves, two or three tops of rosemary 
branches, and two bay-leaves. Place that in the middle of a wheel fire of blas- 


ting charcoal. When the wine begins to be hot, set the fire to it with a bit 
of paper, and thus let it kindle and blaze till it goes out of itself. This 
wine is drank quite hot, and it is an admirable drink, especially when the wea- 


ther is very cold. 


To make Eau d'Ange 


1. Take half a pound of the best cinnamon, and fifteen cloves, which pount in- 
to powder and put into a quart of water, with a nut-shell of anise-seed and in- 
fuse for twenty-four hours, then boil on a charcoal fire, and strain. 

2. If you want to make it stronger, you may, after it is cold, put what quanti- 
ty you like of brandy, with a proportionable quantity of sugar. 


To make good hydromel; otherwise, metheglin 


Take honey and water equal quantities in weight. Boil them together and skim 
the honey. When done sufficiently you may know by putting an egg in, which 
must swim on the top. Pour then the liquor in a cask wherein there has been spi- 
rit of wine or good brandy well soaked with either, and still wet with the spi- 
rit, and add two or three grains of ambergrise. Stop well the cask, and set it 
in the sun during the dog-days. When it begins to ferment, unstop the cask to 
let the scum out, which arises like that of new wine. Observe, during all that 
time, not to stir the cask. When the first fire of the fermentation has subsi- 
ded, stop the cask again, and the hydromel is fit for keeping. 

Note. Instead of the sun, you may, in other seasons, make use of the top of a 
baker's oven, a stove, or a hot house. 


from valuable secrets, Norwich, 1795 


RECOLLECTIONS OF A LONG LIFE 
Reminiscences of Sarah Ann Weaver Newcomb (cont. from May) 


Since reading the Diary of sister Emma I find that her knowledge regarding 
the trip to Ohio varies somewhat from mine, and not doubt she is more correct. 

I give her version: "As in those days every man must have a trade, Father 
learned that of carpentry or house joiner as it was then called. He came from 
East Greenwich to Gales Ferry to build a barn and meeting MOther, at once fell 
in love with her. There was much talk of taking up Western land, and Uncle 
Christopher decided to go west and locate. Father decided to go with him and 
build a home and return for his bride. t was a great change for Mother to go 
from her comfortable home, to the wild and wooly West, and she became very home- 
sick though she never complained. Water had to be brought from a long distance 
and they were always careful to have the buckets well filled at night, for the 
wolves frequently prowled about. After the birth of their child she felt that 
she could never be reconciled to bring her up where there were no social or edu- 
cational privileges. Father's injury soon decided the question, that he never 
would be able for the hard work of a pioneer, and they decided to return.'' Most 
joyfully did Mother make preparation, there were no regrets for even leaving her 
baby's cradle of a hollowed log, or the other logs that had sheltered when she 
entered as a bride. They started in an open sleigh in midwinter and after a 
trip of twenty-nine days, fortunate in not freezing to death, reached home in 
safety to the great joy and satisfaction of the family and friends who welcomed 
them as coming almost from the dead, for to go West at that perios seemed like 
bidding a final farewell. 

Several years after we came to live in our present home, we were visited by 
burglars. Your father and I had been at the house on STate Str. and returned 
late in the evening. As I attempted to light the gas, the fixture seemed warm, 
which seemed strange, and at the same time my foot caught in something on the 
floor. On look told the cause. A wrapper of mine had been taken from the clo- 
set, spread on the floor, and in it were folded all your father's shirts and 
other articles of underwear. The bureau drawers had been ransaked: Handkerchiefs 
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gloves, belts and all my finery gone. All my jewely missing and the boxes that 
contained it taken across the room to the mantel. Burnt matches lay around in 
other rooms and drawers were in great confusion. A gold watch and chain, a gift 
from your father in our early courtship, a fine cameo brooch, jet and gold cross, 
and several pairs of earrings were of greatest value. No doubt the thieves were 
disturbed by our return and escaped by the back door. Soon after a quantity of 
clothing and jewelry was found secreted in Lewis' Woods and brought to me, but 
I could not identify it as mine. Two watches were also shown. The theft gave 
me such a nervous fright that I looked under the bed nights for a long time. 

Our house was one year in process of construction of the best material and 
workmanship. It was piped throughout for gas and water although the water from 
Lake Konomoc had not then been brought to the city. A large zinc tank was built 
on the third floor, and the rain from Heaven conducted to it by pipes on the 
roof and so distributed through the house. A large cistern was also built in the 
cellar to receive the overflow. I was quite interested in watching the old man 
in charge of the plumbing as he handled the hot pipes and made what he called a 
"wiped joint.'"’ During an extreme winter the pipes over the parlor froze. How 
we worked all the day with hot cloths, and almost blistered hands till we were 
exhausted. During the night the pipes burst and the great folume of water from 
the tank came down through two ceilings to the parlors. Carpets and furniture 
were completely saturated and the waiis on aii sides in a dripping condition. it 
was a most pitiable discouraging sight that met our eyes in the morning. For 
days we wiped the walls and on cloths tred out the water from the carpets, dis- 
couraged in mine and wearied in body. After many days of furnace heat and sun- 
shine, carpets and walls were restored with but little injury, but it was an ex- 
perience we did not care to repeat. Constant watching has saved all from a re- 
petition of the trouble. Electricity later. 

(To be continued) 


Please don't forget to send us your change of address. 


Mr. & Mrs. J. Dennis Miceli - Resident Custodians 
Mrs. Adam L. Knox - Curator & Secretary Office - 443-1209 
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The New London County Historical 
Society - Shaw Mansion 
11 Blinman Street 
New London, CT 06320 
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